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The Wayland Pulolic wibrary had it’s beginings as the 
“ast Sudbury Sociel Liprary*. It was started on Apr sO. 


1796 by the reverend Josiah Bridgse,the pastor of the First 


Church in weylend(which was then Kast Sudbury]. The itorary 
5O vi thirty tio members who paid a membershir fee 
2 20Ur dolls2s ind @ yeerly assessment of twenty-five cents 
aa PUurcaese or vooks, The books tere kept in the homes 
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of the succsesive Librarians who were 


Say Porpheir services. 
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Another licrary, the “Hast Sudbury Charitable Library“ 


was 1ormea in 1ltl5 by the Reverand John Burt wight of the 
Firet Parish Church. This was a collection of meral sua ? 
reliz:iogas books tor the free use of the townsreople. These 
books, were first kept at the Reverand wishté4 residence, 
and later, et the Unitarian church. Seventy-one of the threet 
hundred bookswere later transferred to the public library. 

In 1¢45 the town provided six librarys, consisting of 
sixty volumes each, for the six school cistricts. These 


librérys were exchenged annu&éily among the schools end thus 


widely read. At the town meeting ot May O leh bwit was voted 


the school librerys be combined sith the newer public li- 


brary 


In 1647, the heverend Francis wayleand, the president of 


Brown Lniversity for whom the town wag later named, expressed 


eis go0a friend Judge Mellen of iayland, 


his desire to 
to dgonaie live-hunared dollars to the town. Judge Mellen 


Suggested he donate it towards a library end at the town 


> 


mécting of March 1t4t, the Judse stated that a “freind of 


waylenad™ oftered to give the town five-hunared dollars pro 


vided the town reise «en euuel sum. The torn voted to acce 
cept the money and in egent was appointed to canves the 
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town Lor Sulosci\ ohions. The sum of five-hunared fiftyrbthree 
dollars end ninty cents was collected end at the town meeting 


of kay 1t4€,the town discussed finding e room or buildine 


bo house the library. 
Later, Judge Mellen hed doubts about the risht of a 


wh to tex it'a inhabitects for a librery, So, the Rever- 
and John Burt Wiaht who Was at the tine a state represeni- 
tative in the General Court, started action which later 
resultsa in the pessing of the lisrary act in May 1€51. 
this mace it pocsible for eny city o% town in the Cozmon- 
wealth to tax ihe people for public librarys. 

A building as constructed for the librery by #r. Luther 
Gleason but eccordins to old records it «was unsuitable and 
wes OU eceepted . So). 8 room:for. the library was prepered 
on the fromt lower floor ot the Town Hall (also known as 
the Town House, end now,Collin's Market). The Town Fall 
Wes constructed on ihe site of the Old meeting House, by 
bir. Joues Dréencsre~et & cost of oneethousand seven-hundred 
doilers. the library opened there August7, 1Lt&5uU and was 
rept thure until the opening of the” New Town Hall in Dece 
emver lt/c. The plen for tle New Town Hall was made by Geor- 
€S F. Fuller or 3oston end william R. Stinson was the con- 
tiactor. The buildings cost nine-thousand seven-hundred dollars. 
It «was sterted in may, completed Octover #6, and dedicated 
Pecan per Tawa s/c § 

fn Ltv6 hr. warren Gould Roby, a prominent citizen of 
Weylena, gave the town tenethousand dollars «nd the land 
on thich to build trepresent library building. This build- 
ing «as opened in 1900. 


In 1€74 a reading rooa in Cochituete was established 


in @ rented room on Main Street and «as later moved “the 
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